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A Minor Rant About ICD-10

BY PATRICIA KROKEN, FACMPE, CRA

simplification,” although the complexities of complying with the
resulting privacy and security regulations have always placed that
intent in question (nothing about it is or has ever been simple).
The Transaction and Code Sets Standards (TCS) portion of HIPAA
was at the core of administrative simplification, designed to stan-
dardize the claims submission process and all related types of
communication. Rather than having insurance companies each
dictate a format and “language,” HIPAA/TCS gave us a standard
language. ICD-9 (and CPT-4) represented standard “code sets”

So what aspect of ICD-10 falls within the administrative simpli-
fication goals? Note: To date there have been virtually no prom-
ises our lives will be made easier with the implementation of
ICD-10.

Unanswered questions...and (near)
future risks
Coding proponents cite the fact the United States is far behind

the rest of the world with its reliance on primitive ICD-9 codes.
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9 more specific codes? Will they deny the claim because it’s

obvious the person was struck by a turtle and not bitten by one?

Where will the buck stop?

So let’s say we're on the ICD-10 starting line and ready—
coders trained, software updated and tested, big checks
written to the coding consultants. If the first rounds of HIPAA
were any indication, radiology will be ready and primary care
(and many other referring specialties) clueless. We’ll be
calling them for clarification regarding “struck by turtle”
versus “bitten by turtle” and they’ll be saying “Whaaaaaaat?”
(Remember what we went through convincing them we were
part of the patient’s circle of care under HIPAA and there-

fore authorized to share patient information for purposes of
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1.“Walked into a Lamppost? Hurt While Crocheting? Help is On the Way." Wall Street
Journal, Sept. 13, 2011. http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111904103404
576560742746021106.html




